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Concept Statement
Death of a Legend is a one act play about a young boy, JIMMY, who is looking to 

become a hitman like his uncle. He thinks he’s been hired for a hit, but it turns out to 

be an elaborate ruse– MAN and SECOND MAN have been hired to keep him out of 

the business. 

Themes central to this play include the conflict between the idealism of the youth and 

the cynicism of the elder generations, regret, and deceit.



About Dean Barrett ❖ Avid fan of murder mysteries and 

detectives

❖ Describes himself as being “devoted 

to mystery fiction”

❖ Mostly writes novels, though he has 

written several other plays and one 

acts as well

❖ Views his stories as being set in 

Asia, or in Western settings with 

Asian detectives

❖ Wants to bring readers to “the 

mirth and madness of New York’s 

East Village”

http://www.deanbarrettmystery.com/http://www.deanbarrettmystery.com/



Setting
❖ New York

➢ BOY: I...I was only going to say the 

Knicks won again! It's...it's in the paper. 

❖ Shabby apartment

➢ A small living room in a run-down 

apartment building. 

❖ Ambiguous time, but taking 

inspiration from the 1920’s/1930’s

➢ …double- breasted suit, gaudy tie, 

spit-shined shoes…

❖ Fall

❖ Night

https://cthulhusupremusest.obsidianportal.com/wikis/1920s-new-york-city

https://pixabay.com/photos/building-fire-

fireescape-4363761/

https://pixabay.com/photos/living-room-furniture-setup-4058015/

https://adrianvstheworld.com/2021/12/17/spider-man-2-the-ultimate-superhero-movie/



BOY/JIMMY
❖ Cocky

❖ In over his head

❖ Masquerading

❖ Double breasted suit

❖ Gaudy tie

❖ Spit shined shoes

❖ Watch

https://vintagedancer.com/1920s/1920s-mens-suits/

https://attireclub.org/2014/07/2

8/a-history-of-the-suit-1900s-19

50s/

https://vintagedancer.com/1920

s/mens-1920s-shoes/

https://www.pinterest.com/pin/

402438916691344509/

I never hit anybody! I never killed anybody! This is 
my first time. I just wanted to be like my uncle. He 
was in the business for years. I just wanted to be 
like him! Please, don't! I'll never come after you!



MAN
❖ Regretful

❖ Trusts no one and 

nothing except 

himself

❖ Good at his job

❖ Man of principal

❖ Put together

❖ Simple, practical 

clothes

❖ Neither too flashy nor 

too casual- dresses so 

that he blends in

https://pixabay.com/photos/spy-detective-mafia-gangster-agent-5821903/

https://www.tvfanatic.com/gallery/downton-abbey-tug-of-war/

https://vintagedancer.com/1900s/1910s-mens-wor

king-class-clothing/

I just wish somebody 
had done that for me.



SECOND MAN ❖ Gruff/Rugged

❖ Focused on work

❖ Weathered/Aged

❖ Disgruntled working 

class

❖ Most casual, though 

still put together

❖ Soaking wet and 

blood (ketchup) 

drenched before he 

changes

https://www.3mshop.

pw/products.aspx?cna

me=roaring+1920s+m

ens+fashion&cid=53

I don't know nobody who does. Who the hell can afford it on 
what Manny pays? What pisses me off is that punk kid is 
gonna go to college now and fuck lots'a broads, and drink 
lots 'a beer and end up in business makin' a fortune - and 
me? - I'm gonna croak from not havin' health insurance.

https://vintagedancer.com/1920s/1

920s-mens-shirts-and-collars-hist

ory/

https://pixabay.com/photos/man-cigar-black-white-s

moking-4604070/

https://blog.wardrobesupplies.com/halloween-costumes-part-2/



Ground Plan



Color Palettes



Kitchen
❖ Small, limited, simple

❖ Gas stove

❖ Shelving unit

❖ Sink

❖ Plain colors(neutrals)

❖ Dirty, older looking

❖ Small table (round) with 

four chairs

https://www.pridexdesign.co.nz/blog/kit

chen-design-in-the-early-1920s/

https://harvardartmuseums.org/art/12642



Living Room
❖ Distressed couch (tears, 

rips, sagging)

➢ Either brown leather or a 

dirty green fabric

❖ Patterned rug

❖ Floor lamp

➢ Crooked/broken

https://oneshabbychick.typepad.com/one_shabby_chick/2012/05/this-week.html

https://www.vinterior.co/furniture/seating/sofa

s/1920s-leather-sofa-bed-restoration-project

https://www.ebay.com/itm/Estate-sale-rug-authentic-handwoven-

herize-circa-1920s-size-76-x10ft-vintage-/174480099124?_ul=IL
https://www.tiffanylampsforsale.com/product/1920s-floor-lamp/https://www.architectural-review.com/archive/chicago-in-the-age-of-the-apartment



Walls/Floor/Door
❖ Water damage on 

walls- cracked/ 

peeling

❖ Cheap wood floor

❖ Dirt stained

❖ Simple dark wood 

door

https://www.gwsavage.com/2015/03/25/5-signs-of-basement-water-damage/

https://homelyville.com/water-damage-wall/

https://www.houzz.com/discussions/4100612/discovering-wood-floors-under

-linoleum-1920-s-building

https://www.1stdibs.com/furniture/building-garden/doors-gates/period/1920

s/



Wall Decorations

https://www.art7d.be/moderneschilderkunst/ENG1910.20.html

https://vatican.com/2/Crucifixes-Crosses-Antique-Art-Deco

https://www.pamono.com/mirror-1920s-1



Props List



Television

https://jbm479.wordpress.com/2009/08/06/television/

Draped Clothes

https://harrylumley.wordpress.com/2010/03/17/design-and-technology-majo

r-work-2009/



MAN’s Revolver MAN’s Revolver

https://www.topgunsupply.com/smith-wesson-model-640-five-shot-2-inch-.3

57-magnum.html

https://www.auction.fr/_en/lot/parabellum-mauser-mod-06-34-ch-commerci

al-2-ausfuhrung-variante-mit-tasche-9787145



Gun Cleaning Kit

https://www.pinterest.com/l

unchtimesnacks/1920s-new

spapers/

https://www.123rf.com/photo_88858114_9mm-pistol-bullets-on-old-wo

oden-table.html

https://www.lot-art.com/auction-lots/2-Vintage-Gun-Cleaning-kits/106-vinta

ge_gun_cleaning-28.12.17-rapid

Newspaper and Bullets



Silicone Gun Cloth

https://charterfirearms.com/products/charter-arms-silicone-gun-cloth

MAN’s Knife

https://www.treemanknives.com/marbles-ideal-5-stag-stag-early-knife-1920s-

1930s



Cigarettes and Matches

https://tobaccoexhibits.musc.edu/?page_id=149 https://www.ebay.com/itm/191976789843https://www.ieeff.org/dadanycottonclubmatches.jpg



Trashcan Comb

https://www.1stdibs.com/furniture/decorative-objects/desk-accessories/more

-desk-accessories/vintage-1920s-industrial-vulcanized-office-factory-desk-wa

stebasket-trash-can/id-f_11529333/

https://laurelleaffarm.com/item-pages/antique-vanity/1920s-vintage-french-i

vory-celluloid-combs-from-a-vanity-set-antique-hair-combs-Laurel-Leaf-Far

m-item-no-fr010922.htm


